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Greetings Friends,

Happy fall!  In 1958 when Elizabeth Fellows donated 
the property that was to become Fellows Riverside 
Gardens, little did she know the value this gift 

would bring during times such as these. Fellows Riverside 
Gardens has provided a place of refuge and reflection-

and for many, a source of comfort and hope.  Our world may have changed, 
but these gardens continue to be a destination for all seasons. In the words of 
Joel Flagler, professor at Rutgers University, “It’s the predictable rhythms of the 
garden that are very comforting right now.”

This is a season to spend time outdoors taking beautiful scenic photos (and 
perhaps experiment with the photography tips offered by Scott Lanz in our 
summer newsletter!), take a stroll around Fellows Riverside Gardens, or just sit 
and enjoy the brilliance of the fall foliage.  All of these opportunities are available 
to you in our beautiful botanical gardens.

Although the activities that have come to be a tradition at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens--the Pumpkin Walk, Fall Open House at The Shop in the Gardens, 
educational programs--are not able to be offered at this time, fall decorations 
abound throughout the Gardens.  There are acres to explore, with cornstalks, 
pumpkins and scarecrows welcoming you to celebrate fall, thanks to a creative 
garden staff.  There is plenty of room to social-distance and still feel connected 
to nature all around us.

Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens is pleased to be able to offer the 
annual 2021 Mill Creek Park calendar for sale.  These calendars make great 
holiday gifts and showcase remarkable and unique photographs by Scott Lanz 
(including one of the ‘much talked about, but seldom seen’ white deer) featuring 
some of Mill Creek Park’s most beautiful settings.  You can obtain information on 
how to purchase calendars by emailing our office at: info@friendsoffellows.org 

This is also the season to be thankful.  It is with gratitude that we reflect on 
the history of the Gardens and feel a heightened sense of appreciation for 
the foresight of Elizabeth Fellows.  We are especially grateful to our members 
and donors who continue to support the work of Friends of Fellows Riverside 
Gardens to preserve and maintain these gardens.  It is with your support that we 
can be assured that our Gardens will be here for generations to come.

       Denise Stewart
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HEALTHY LIVING

There is no doubt that the last several months have 
tested the strength and resilience of our community, 
our state, our country and our world. The COVID-19 

pandemic kicked off the year 2020 in ways no one could 
have expected, and now, more than 6 months into this global 
health crisis, we continue to fight this invisible enemy and 
adapt to the new way of life.

In late May and early June, when lockdowns began to lift, 
and signs of life began to crop up across neighborhoods, our 
beloved Fellows Riverside Gardens began to see more than 
just the many flowers bloom; it began to once again be a 
place of rest, solace and peace.

Recently, we sat down with Suzette Miller, Director of 
Behavioral Health at Mercy Health, who helped us understand 
the immense benefits that nature and places such as Fellows 
Riverside Gardens provide for our minds, our bodies and our 
souls.

“Going outside has many benefits, including boosting the 
immune system, lowering blood pressure and reducing 
stress,” Miller said. “Stress is often at the core of anxiety, 
sadness, depression and low self-esteem. Nature has an 

Here’s To Your Health Here’s To Your Health by Jonathan Fauvieby Jonathan Fauvie
effect in improving our overall mood.” Additionally, our overall 
physical being is affected. As Miller states, “When in nature, 
our bodies become calmer. Our heart rate drops and muscle 
tension decreases.” 

For decades, Fellows Riverside Gardens has hosted many 
of life’s most precious moments – celebrations such as 
weddings, birthdays, proposals, first dates – the list goes on 
and on. Recalling or reliving those moments when visiting the 
Gardens can be healing, therapeutic even at a time when we 
aren’t able to be close to loved ones. 

Miller does point out, when spending time outdoors, it’s 
important to leave all distractions behind. “Be mindful when 
going out in nature – focus on your senses in nature. See, 
smell, hear, touch – all are beneficial to improve mood. By just 
walking outside, you need to take in the sensations to receive 
the benefit. Try not to multitask – turn the volume on your cell 
phone down and don’t use it during your walk.”

For decades, Fellows Riverside Gardens has been a venue 
for many of life’s moments. Now, at a time when we all can 
use a way to recharge, reset and be reminded how precious 
life is, the Gardens is still there for us. 
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NEW STAFF

Allow us to formally introduce Kathleen Krantz, 
Operations Manager of Friends of Fellows Riverside 
Gardens. Kathleen has lived all of her life in 

northeast Ohio, moving to our area in 1996.  Following a 
25-year career as Regional Business Manager for Roche 
Diagnostics, Kathleen joined the Friends’ team, first as 
a volunteer.  She went on to 
assume the administrative duties 
of Friends and was hired as the 
Operations Manager.  

Kathleen describes herself as 
a “rookie beekeeper working to 
keep these fascinating creatures 
happy in my home garden 
environment.” If you have called 
the office, applied for or renewed 
a membership for Friends of 
Fellows Riverside Gardens, or 
shopped in the gift shop, you no 
doubt have come in contact with 
Kathleen.

Joining our organization in 2019, 
Kathleen began to undertake 
a long-standing goal of the 
Board of Directors to implement 
a bar-coding system both for 
the Spring Plant Sale and the 
Shop in the Gardens’ merchandise.  Kathleen hit the 
ground running. She built on her experience with bar-code 
scanning from her career in medical diagnostics. After 

Meet Kathleen Krantz by Denise Stewart
developing a bar-coding system for thousands of plants, 
she enthusiastically tackled bar-coding of the gift shop 
merchandise. This created not only a more efficient system 
to track sales in the gift shop, but also streamlined our 
inventory procedures.  

Kathleen says, “I trained staff to 
use the sales software system 
with new bar-coding labels and 
a scanner.  I’ve enjoyed working 
with our Shop buyer Jeanne 
Simeone and all of the Shop staff 
and volunteers.  I also have a 
great appreciation for the ongoing 
efforts of the support staff at 
Fellows Riverside Gardens, and 
for the Education team, whom I’ve 
gotten to know during my time at 
the Gardens.”

With the closure of the Gardens’ 
Davis Center in March, Kathleen 
has been the ‘behind-the-scenes’ 
link for our Friends organization 
to the community, assisting with 
updates on our Facebook page 
and social media.  Her dedication 
and support to our Friends 
organization, especially during the 

last six months, when all Friends’ events and fundraisers had 
to be cancelled, has continued to keep Friends a dynamic, 
productive organization.

Kathleen volunteers with the Spring Plant Sale and the 
MetroParks Children’s Garden in Canfield.  “It has 
been very rewarding to work with other volunteers and 
MetroParks staff to give back to our community.”

4
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GARDENS HISTORY

In all the years since Elizabeth 
Fellows’ generous donation to what 
is now Mill Creek MetroParks, park 

staff can recall only a few times that the 
entire Gardens have been closed to 
the public. 

Even now amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Gardens themselves 
remain open. However, the D.D. 
and Velma Davis Education & Visitor 
Center building has been closed to 
visitors and most staff since March 
13. It will remain closed through at 
least January 11, 2021, when the Park 
Board of Commissioners is expected 
to decide whether or not to reopen all 
indoor facilities and to resume classes, 
programming and events.

In July of 2000, Fellows Riverside 
Gardens were closed due to the 
reconstruction of the parking lot and 
driveway. This coincided with the 
construction of the new Davis Center, 
with the grand opening and ribbon 
cutting scheduled for December 
15, 2000. The Gardens were 
closed for approximately 8 weeks to 
accommodate that project.

Another time the Gardens were 
forced to temporarily close was in 
June of 2007, when a microburst 
came through the Park and caused 
considerable damage to the property. 
That storm took down 14 trees in 
the Gardens alone and dozens more 
throughout the Park. Events in the 
Davis Center had to be relocated to 

History Lesson: 
It takes a lot to close these Gardens by Jim Houck 

other venues. The Gardens and Visitor 
Center were closed for approximately 
4 days.

According to a Vindicator article about 
the microburst, the Davis Center lost 
power and trees fell on the restroom 
alongside the Family Garden, as well 
as on one car in the parking lot. The 
storm was on a Friday, and staff recalls 
working with volunteers to rally and 
clean off debris from the Rose Garden 
and Perennial Garden walkway the next 
morning, so that planned weekend 
weddings and graduation parties could 
proceed or be relocated.

It has been rare in its more than 
60 years of existence that Fellows 
Riverside Gardens has been 
completely inaccessible to visitors. 
Even now, while the Davis Center is 
closed, the Gardens remain open 
to visitors seeking relief from the 
chaos and restrictions caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

We are all hopeful that 2021 sees 
the Davis Center reopened, and all 
programming resumed. Until then, life 
goes on in the Gardens. Stop by to 
enjoy it!
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SNAPSHOT

We’ve all heard the saying, 
“Love at first sight”.  Some 
of us may know that feeling 

well when talking about our spouses, 
or our homes. For Michelle Spernak, 
she uses that term to describe the 
first visit she ever made to Fellows 
Riverside Gardens. “My sister took me 
to visit the tulip and daffodil display at 
Fellows before I moved here in 2010. I 
could not believe how beautiful Fellows 
Riverside Gardens was, and that it was 
a public garden! It is a gem in this area 
and I instantly fell in love with it.”

As we adjust our daily lives during an 
extraordinarily unique moment in time, 
many of us continue to find small ways 
to keep doing the things we love. 
“During this time, the Gardens have 
provided a bit of normalcy for me,” 
Michelle said. “We wear masks and 
practice social distancing.  I am careful 
and I feel safe there.”  

For Spernak, it’s more than just 
a few hours tending to beds and 
plants. “Volunteering at Fellows has 
given me so much. The staff and 
other volunteers have given me their 
friendship and guidance.”  

In 2013, upon Michelle’s retirement, 
she became a Master Gardener and 
dedicated time each week to helping 

Member Spotlight: Michelle Spernak by Jonathan Fauvie

the Gardens look incredible. She also 
has spent many hours helping organize 
and staff the Spring Plant Sale that so 
many of us look forward to each year.

“When I first started at the Plant Sale, 
I knew a little about trees and shrubs.  
As time has passed, I have learned so 
much from reading, attending talks and 
presentations, speaking with others, 
and experience.”

Michelle is not unique in her love for 
the Gardens, as each member, each 
volunteer, each visitor has filed away 

Michelle has served as Co-chair or Chair 
of the Woody Plants section of the Spring 
Plant Sale since 2015.

Trees by Joyce Kilmer
I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree. 
 
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 
Against the earth’s sweet flowing 
breast; 
 
A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 
 
A tree that may in summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair; 
 
Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain. 
 
Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree.

their experience and memories of 
Fellows Riverside Gardens. 

When Michelle spoke with me, she 
shared one of her favorite poems from 
when she was a child. We are happy 
to include this inspiring poem, and also 
want to thank Michelle for her work 
alongside our team of volunteers and 
donors. Her commitment assures the 
Gardens will remain a venue for life’s 
many memories.

When driving into the parking lot at Fellows Riverside Gardens, 
you’ve probably often noticed buses and vans from schools and 
community programs. Mary Ann Navarro, on our Editorial Team, 
caught up with one of those programs to learn what the Gardens 
means to them.  

She spoke with David Howe, the Regional Director of Siffrin, an 
organization that regularly brings individuals to Fellows Riverside 
Gardens. He shared photos and these comments:

Siffrin was established in 1976 as one of the first private 
providers in Ohio dedicated to safely integrating individuals with 
disabilities into the community. Through Residential, Community 
Support, Employment Support, Transportation, Fiscal Services 
and Community Integrated Day Service settings, Siffrin now 

serves more than 900 people across eight counties in Northeast 
Ohio. 

Our team of professionals has been witness to an enormous 
amount of change and growth in service to people with 
disabilities. Siffrin has always been at the cutting edge of service 
delivery, and many of our programs have been the model for 
others in the field.

Mill Creek Park has been so important to the people who Siffrin 
serves. During COVID-19, we’ve had very few options for 
community outings because we are limited to outdoor activities. 
Mill Creek Park has been an immense benefit to us - there are 
so many different places within the park for us to visit. We love 
to learn about the history of the park. When we visit the Lily 

Special Garden Visitors
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SNAPSHOT

There are few good things to 
come of our current situation of 
canceled events and venues, 

but one positive point is that I tend 
to find new activities and places that 
are out of my normal routine.  Thanks 
to a friend’s suggestion, I recently 
took a relatively short drive from our 
Cleveland’s east side suburb home 
to Fellows Riverside Gardens, neatly 
tucked away in the southwestern 
corner of Youngstown within Mill Creek 
MetroParks.

Checking the map, it appeared to be 
an easy 45-minute ride via turnpike, or 
a 60-minute country back road tour to 
a town I rarely visit.  It was easy to find 
on this sunny Sunday morning and the 
visitor’s center off the parking lot was 
welcoming me to enter. 

But I wasn’t prepared for what I 
found:  eleven acres of a meticulously 
manicured botanical garden with brick-
paved pathways, tree limb-covered 
fairways, and mystical, magical 
hide-a-ways of natural surprises 
that sparked my eyes with color and 
imagination.  Well thought out winding 
paved trails led me through what 
seemed to be a never-ending path 
under arbors, through various flower 
and rose gardens, past an impressive 
active fountain and plenty of places to 

From a Cleveland Fan
rest and take in the deep aroma of a 
living land.  

The first path took me on a winding 
walk past a Victorian pavilion ripe for 
wedding ceremonies or celebrations, 
and then into and around a hedge-
lined rose garden.  A nearby sign 
informed me that Elizabeth Fellows had 
left this property to Mill Creek Park in 
1958 to be enjoyed by all.  Seems she 
had succeeded!  

Walking on towards the tree line I came 
across a red tiled, open air shelter 
which emptied into a shaded veranda 
overlooking Lake Glacier….a great 
place to watch the small boats and let 
your mind wander with the water.

Down another winding walkway the 
bricks gave way to an earthen path 
with a heart-shaped willow branch 
welcoming me into the beginning of the 
heavily shaded “Quarry Garden” trail.  It 
was complete with a gathering place 
made of a circle of boulders, and a dry 
river bed.  There were ample places 
to sit and listen to the silence. I almost 
expected Peter Pan and his Lost Boys 
to be hiding behind the forest trees!

Coming out of the woods I was led to 
another stone-tiled veranda, this time 
overlooking the city’s metropolitan area 
and northern horizon.  Art Deco statues 

Submitted by Richard Nelson who “is a 
life-long resident of Ohio and spends most 
of his time trying to act retired”.

appeared beyond the area, and a 
children’s garden sprouted vibrant 
colored metal flower petals.  A long, 
wide, tree- and flower-lined fairway led 
me back to the parking area.  

I had spent about two hours exploring 
the garden.  There were ample 
opportunities and amenities provided to 
sit, relax and think of anything but the 
upside-down world that was waiting for 
me once I left the sanctuary of this free 
public garden and park.

I later learned that this year-round 
gem prospers under the care of 
staff, volunteers and patrons and the 
generous Friends of Fellows Riverside 
Gardens.  

After this initial visit, I’m curious as to 
what it looks like draped in fall colors.  
Only one way to find out!

Pond, we always stop and read the signs, especially the ones 
explaining how the goldfish ended up in the pond. When we visit 
Fellows Riverside Gardens, we read all the flowers’ names and 
talk about which ones we like the best.

Everyone really enjoyed the Beauty and The Beast and autumn 
displays!  For Natalie, from Siffrin Academy at KSU, her favorite 
part of the park is seeing all the leaves change color. Nikita loves 
to eat lunch by the fountain at Fellows Riverside Gardens. The 
staff is always so polite and helpful, always smiling. They do an 
amazing job decorating and planting for the seasons!  

We are so grateful to have such a beautiful oasis so close to us 
in Youngstown!
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FUNDRAISING

This issue’s articles offer an 
intriguing sampling of ways to 
experience Fellows Riverside 

Gardens.  

From its earliest days, the Gardens’ 
beauty and possibilities have drawn 
out the best of ourselves.  The magic 
that turns nature into a public garden 
happens because ideas and expertise 
mix with the hard work of gardening, day 
after day, year after year. The “secret 
sauce” in this botanical concoction is 
philanthropy.

Visitors are often surprised to discover 
the horticultural delights our Gardens 
offer, for free.  Most public gardens 
across the U.S. depend on admission 
fees.  Any many parks, in all their natural 
splendor with trails and streams and 
recreation, don’t include formal gardens.  

Our Gardens began with a magnificent 
gesture of philanthropy.  In 1958, 
Elizabeth Fellows died at the age of 96, 
in her home, and bequeathed her land 
to Mill Creek MetroParks, to develop 
a free public garden.  An independent 
$500,000 trust was established in her 
name---which in 2013 was transferred 
to Friends, with the requirement that 
annual disbursements to the MetroParks 
continue to help with garden care and 
maintenance. 

Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens 
itself is an independent non-profit 
organization, but from its conception 
in 1988, it has been dedicated to 
the preservation, improvement and 
advocacy of Fellows Riverside Gardens.  
Friends “founders” were 18 community 
leaders and garden supporters who had 
aided the development of the popularly 
referred to “Rose Gardens”, and also 
included the Park Superintendent and 
Horticulture Director. The founders were 
convinced that an organization focused 
solely on the Gardens could greatly 
enhance its fundraising, and in that way 
attract resources and support beyond 
the broadly directed budget of Mill Creek 
Park. A subset of nine founders became 
the Friends’ first Board members.

The Early Days

In the early days, support by the Friends 
was as fundamental as helping the small 
staff develop education programs.  The 
Children’s Vegetable Garden took shape 
in 1992 (originally sited in the now larger 
Gardens parking lot’s western edge, 
where it remained until the Davis Center 
construction began in 1999).  

The largest philanthropy effort ever 
undertaken by Friends was the $6 million 
campaign for the D.D. and Velma Davis 
Education & Visitor Center.  It opened 

debt-free in December 2000, and over 
the next five years Friends added an 
additional $800,000 to a permanent 
endowment established by the Davis 
family, for facility improvements.  Friends 
usually withdraws $75,000 annually 
from this fund and transfers it to the 
MetroParks for capital projects at the 
Davis Center.  With the building now 20 
years old, recent projects have included 
HVAC/geothermal system repairs 
and upgrades, flooring and carpeting 
replacement, lighting, and Garden Café 
renovations.

Friends is the steward of another 
endowment, in honor of John and Doris 
Andrews, that is dedicated to education 
programs at the Gardens. Their 
philanthropic gift has brought nationally 
recognized garden experts to town for 

How Philanthropy Built the Gardens by Janet Yaniglos

8
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lectures, supported programs such 
as Family Fun Fridays, the Children’s 
Vegetable Garden, the Horticulture 
Certificate Program series, the Plant the 
Seed to Read Children’s Book Festival, 
and more.

Back in 2005, Commercial Intertech 
Foundation donated money to Friends 
to fund an outdoor education structure 
in the Family Garden, in honor of 
Commercial Intertech, its employees 
and the Cushwa family, including 
Margaret Cushwa, a former Park 
Commissioner.  Last year Friends 
transferred these monies, grown to 
$241,000, to the MetroParks, which 
has initiated project planning for the 
Outdoor Family Education Center.  Stay 
tuned for further news in 2021!

A Myriad of Enhancements

Donations to Friends large and 
small, from members and the public, 
community organizations, businesses, 
and area foundations, have funded a 
myriad of enhancements at the Gardens 

SEARCHING FOR A SPECIAL HOLIDAY GIFT?

Give your family and friends a gift they can enjoy throughout the year while also 
preserving the beauty of Fellows Riverside Gardens, with the gift of a Friends of 
Fellows Riverside Gardens membership. You can purchase a gift membership 
online by going to: https://www.friendsoffellows.org/membership

We will mail the gift membership letter and membership card 
directly to your recipient. 

Member Benefits
10% off in the Shop in the Gardens and Spring Plant Sale

Discount on special events and Friends-sponsored Bus Tours

Invitation to special Member-only events

Quarterly newsletter subscription

One-year magazine subscription to Martha Stewart Living or 
Better Homes and Gardens

Reciprocal benefits at more than 330 participating public 
gardens across North America

Donations to Friends of Fellow 
Riverside Gardens

In Memory of Josephine Ingram
 Suzanne Nellis
 Marilyn Mahony
 Denise Gorski

In Memory of Anna Kiddon
 Jody Donchess

In Memory of Don Brown and Joe Donofrio
 Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown

In Memory of Jim Gilmore
 Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Greenwood

Garden Support
 Warren P Williamson Jr. Fund
 John M MacIntosh Fund
 Network for Good
 GYG Financial, LLC

over the years. All Shop in the Garden 
profits, as well as proceeds from the 
Spring Plant Sales, Annual Garden 
Parties and other fundraisers have also 
contributed significantly. Examples of 
funded projects are: 

• the rose trellises constructed in 1993 
and refurbished in recent years

• the Seasonal Celebration Plaza 
and fountain, walkways and lighting 
installed in 2010

• Gary Bukovnik Watercolors and other 
art for the Davis Center

• the Ohio Woodland Garden project in 
2012

• Christina’s Garden Labyrinth

• a greenhouse in 2008, and major 
support to the MetroParks for another 
greenhouse in 2018

• gazebo repairs

• the Martha Muransky Perennial Walk

• numerous smaller purchases and 
plantings

Though Friends has provided invaluable 
Garden support over the past 32 
years, it’s important to note that Fellows 
Riverside Gardens, as a division of Mill 
Creek MetroParks, is part of the much 
larger MetroParks-wide annual operating 
and capital allocation process.  
MetroParks funding covers salaries 
of MetroParks staff, utilities, building 
supplies, garden equipment and 
many other expenses at the Gardens. 
The MetroParks Foundation has also 
created a fund to support the Gardens.

Since 1988, the philanthropic gifts 
that have flowed from our members 
and community to Friends have made 
possible dramatic changes in the 
look and scope of Fellows Riverside 
Gardens. Friends’ collaboration with 
MetroParks and Gardens leadership 
over several generations has taken 
Elizabeth Fellows’ dream of a free public 
garden to the reality of a beautiful and 
beloved community asset.  We should 
all be proud!
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EDUCATION

Thanks to the generosity of 
Friends of Fellows Riverside 
Gardens, Dr. Jim Infante has 

two new tools at his disposal to 
help advance his vision of injecting 
technology into education programs at 
Mill Creek MetroParks. 

Friends funded the purchase of two, 
75-inch smart TVs at Dr. Infante’s 
request, after being wowed by the new 
Education Manager’s exciting plans 
to integrate them into the MetroPark’s 
education curriculum.

The TVs are mobile and sturdily 
mounted for safety, enabling easy 
setup in the classrooms and auditorium 
at the D.D. and Velma Davis Education 
& Visitor Center.  The smart TV 
technology can also be used for 
events and by guest speakers. 

“We want to start incorporating 
instructional technology into our 
programs at the MetroParks, and that’s 
really where the smart TVs come in,” 
said Dr. Infante, a former high school 
teacher, administrator and college 
professor. 

Dr. Infante uses curriculum about 
eagles as a poignant example of his 
vision. He said in years past, educators 
would talk to kids about an eagle and 
describe how it soars through the sky 
while holding up a piece of paper with 
a picture of an eagle on it.  

“My vision is we shouldn’t show them a 
picture with the edges tattered as they 
get worn over the years. We should 
have this big screen in front of the 
kids where we click on a link and you 
actually SEE an eagle soaring through 
the sky and other details in how it 
moves. That’s the kind of change we’re 
looking at,” Dr. Infante said.

He said many of the Park’s existing 
education programs can be enhanced 
with technology, while others are dated 
and will be eliminated. He also said 
he’s been working with Park educator 
Lynn Zocolo on developing new 
programs using the smart TVs.

He cited a new classroom program 
for elementary-aged students called 
O-H-I-O. It begins with a discussion 
on the pride of Ohio and how the state 
means so much to so many people. It 
includes a reference to The Ohio State 
University and its marching band’s 
iconic “Script Ohio” tradition.

“We don’t just talk about it, but we click 
on a link and SHOW ‘Script Ohio’ to 
the students. They’re actually seeing 
how the band does the formation and 
spells it out,” he said.

Following the classroom portion of 
O-H-I-O, the plan (once school field 
trips can resume) is to take the kids 
out into Fellows Riverside Gardens on 
a scavenger hunt to find a buckeye 
tree, a cardinal and other Ohio-themed 
objects.

Dr. Infante and Zocolo have gotten 
creative in the midst of the pandemic 
to develop and deliver compelling 
education programs that conform to 
the social distance guidelines we’re 
all following. But like many, they look 
forward to the day when students of 
all ages, including senior citizens, can 
come back in-person and in groups.

“As a professor I believe in engaging 
the students,” Dr. Infante said. “When 
you come here, you’re not just going 
to come here and listen. You are going 
to be active participants in the learning 
process.” 

“When kids come and see us, we 
shouldn’t speak at them or to them. 
We should engage them. We just have 
to get people to the park. We can’t be 
going to them. We can’t show them 
what we want them to see unless 
they’re here with us.”

Newly launched virtual education 
curriculum is available for free on 
Mill Creek Metroparks’ website 
under About Us – Community 
Engagement – Education. 

Virtual Healthy 
Living Programs

• Yoga

• Meditation

• Tai Chi

Virtual School Programs 

• Little Red Hen 
 (Pre-school to Grade 1)

• Super Seeds 
 (Kindergarten to Grade 1)

• Tree-mendous (Grades 2-4)

• O-H-I-O (Grades 4-8)

Big Screens, Big Plans 
Education Manager injects technology 
into Park’s curriculum by Jim Houck
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EDUCATION

Nature Rocks!

Want to find a way to virtually travel throughout Mill Creek MetroParks, learn something new about historic landmarks, 
or take a nature course?  Add to your memories of the park and learn more about locations you have not yet had a 
chance to visit. Check the list below for all the topics and locations awaiting your discovery! Quite a few videos will 

take you into Fellows Riverside Gardens (FRG). 

Follow the link below and enjoy video tours at your leisure with hosts Lynn Zocolo, Educator at Mill Creek MetroParks, and Dr. 
Jim Infante, Education Manager. You can also find these videos on Facebook.

https://www.millcreekmetroparks.org/virtual-classroom/

AIR DATE TITLE LOCATION

5/29/20 In the Shade Garden Shade Garden / FRG

6/5/20 The Old Log Cabin History & Families Log Cabin

6/12/20 Nature Play Adventures Rose Garden / FRG

6/19/20 Harvesting Ice Ice Dam / Ice House Foundation

6/26/20 Pine, Spruce or Fir? Lower Terrace /FRG

7/3/20 Volney Rogers, Father of MCP Volney Rogers Statue

7/10/20 Bridges of the Park - Parapet Bridge Trolley Ride / Parapet Bridge / 
  Lake Glacier

7/17/20 Beech Trees Beech Collection / FRG

7/24/20 H2O Olympics DeYor Concourse / FRG

7/31/20 Pioneer Spirit Pioneer Pavilion

8/7/20 Donald J Ross & Chocolate Drops Golf Course

8/14/20 Playing Around Wick Recreation Area

8/21/20 Goldfish Pond ? Lily Pond

8/28/20 Gift of a Garden - History of FRG Entrance / DeYor Concourse / Axtmann Beds / FRG

9/4/20 Tropicals Wow! Front of Davis Education & Visitor Center / FRG

9/11/20 Westside - Bear’s Den Trolley Ride, Bears Den Area

9/18/20 O-H-I-O State Symbols of Ohio Kidston Classroom / FRG

9/25/20 Eastside - Silver Bridge / Lake Cohasset Trolley Ride: Flats, Suspension Bridge, Lake Cohasset

10/2/20 Stepping into the Past Lanterman’s Mill and Falls

10/9/20 FNC - Then & Now (Update on project) Ford Nature Center

10/16/20 Autumn in the Park Trolley Tour

10/23/20 Wandering Slippery Rock Area Slippery Rock Recreation Area

10/30/20 Running Water  Cascade Ravine

11/6/20 Staying Dry in the Wetlands Newport Wetlands

11/13/20 The Lake with a View Lake Newport

11/20/20 All the Leaves are Brown & the Skies are Gray Trolley Tour

11/27/20 On Hiatus till 2021



123 McKinley Avenue • Youngstown, OH 44509 

Mill Creek MetroParks - Fellows Riverside Gardens
Free and open daily, dawn until dusk

D.D. and Velma Davis Education & Visitor Center
Information Desk 330.740.7116
     Closed unti further notice

Shop in the Gardens
     Closed unti further notice

Garden Café
     Closed unti further notice 

General inquiries about Fellows Riverside Gardens 
email:  info@friendsoffellows.org 
Visit:  friendsoffellows.org
 millcreekmetroparks.org

FRIENDSFRIENDS
of Fellows Riverside Gardens

“One of the great charms of the fall season is its sweet disorder.”
--Allen Lacy, in “The Garden In Autumn”


