
WINTER 2018FRIENDS
of Fellows Riverside Gardens

What’s inside:

CELEBRATING WINTER

GREEN GARDENING

COMING SOON:
A SPRINGTIME TRIP
TO CINCINNATI!

and more!

What’s inside:

CELEBRATING WINTER

GREEN GARDENING

COMING SOON:
A SPRINGTIME TRIP
TO CINCINNATI!

and more!



THE FRIENDS OF
FELLOWS RIVERSIDE GARDENS

Since 1988, the Friends have been dedicated to 
the promotion, improvement and preservation 
of Fellows Riverside Gardens, a free public 
garden, through advocacy and fundraising.  As 
a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, the Friends 
are independent of the Gardens and Mill Creek 
MetroParks, yet work in steady collaboration 
with them to sponsor events and programs and 
to fund large-scale garden projects.
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
VOTING MEMBERS

President: Denise Stewart
Vice Presidents: Paul Hagman & Janet Yaniglos
Secretary/Treasurer: Lou DiPaolo

Deby Clark
Andrew Detesco
Sallie Dutton
Jonathon Fauvie
Glenda House
Carl James
Jamie Jamison
Scott Lanz
Deborah Liptak
Deanna Marchionda
Bill Mullane
Carol Potter
John Slanina
Ellen J. Tressel
Samantha Turner

MILL CREEK METROPARKS STAFF 
AT FELLOWS RIVERSIDE GARDENS
Fellows Riverside Gardens Director: Andrew Pratt
Visitor Services Manager: Arlene Lanz
Receptionist: Danielle Jennings
Receptionist: Carole McWilson
Receptionist: Emily Detwiler
Receptionist: Heidi Bizon
Custodian: Kathy Monteleone
Custodian: Chad Brabant
Gardens Supervisor: Rob Chismar
Assistant Gardens Supervisor: Sarah Spetsios
Gardener: Marcy Dubec
Education Manager: Mandy Smith
Educator: Lynn Zocolo
Naturalist Educator: Salam Farhan

Shop in the Gardens Staff
Buyer/merchandising consultant: Jeanne Simeone
Manager: Eileen Stankovich
Assistant: Carol Gehm
Assistant: Carolyn Little

PRESIDENT’S message | Denise Stewart

2

Someone once said that winter is not the end of the 
growing season, but the beginning of planning for the 
upcoming spring.  The post-holiday early seed catalog 

arrivals always serve as a friendly reminder to us, to quote Percy 
B. Shelley, “....if winter comes, can spring be far behind?”

Winter in Fellows Riverside Gardens is anything but cold and dreary.  There are 
beautiful paths for hiking and it is a great time to look for birds wintering over in the 
Park.  Pack your bird identification books and binoculars and see if you can spot some 
seasonal favorites. Or, you may choose to visit our library where you can peruse our 
collection of reference books and enjoy one of the best views in the Gardens from the 
library windows.  In a recent conversation with  Gary Meiter (local author of a  soon- to- 
be -published  book entitled “Bird Is The Word”) , he noted many species of birds which 
can be observed in the winter such as chickadees, robins, bluebirds, cedar waxwings 
and winter wrens.  Gold finches may also be spotted, but both the male and female have 
the olive drab color over the winter season. For bird enthusiasts, participation is also 
welcome in the Audubon Christmas Bird Count on Dec. 15, 2018.      

There are also family activities available at the Davis Center over the winter months.  
The Winter Celebration held Dec. 1-30, 2018 features over 50 holiday trees that have 
been decorated by local agencies and community groups which reflect their service and 
mission.  Of course, your visit would not be complete without a stop in our gift shop, 
beautifully decorated and well stocked for the Holidays.    
   Other activities at Fellows Riverside Gardens include The Men’s Garden Club of 
Youngstown Winter Seminar on Saturday, Feb. 16, 2018, titled “Gardening Potpourri”. In 
addition, an early spring excursion in April is being planned by Friends of Fellow 
Riverside Gardens to Cincinnati, where we’ll visit the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gardens, 
Krohn Conservatory, and several other enticing botanical destinations.  As always, 
members of Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens receive a discount on the trip fee.  
Register early, as these trips usually sell out.

Finally, when you visit the Gardens, you will see the new greenhouse currently 
under construction near the northwestern edge of the Gardens near the service area.  
This project was partially funded through generous donations to the Friends of Fellows 
Riverside Gardens.  Our 2019 Spring Plant Sale anxiously awaits the ‘move-in’ date--a sure 
sign that spring can’t be far behind!

The Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens 
Newsletter Editorial Team: Janet Yaniglos, Elise Huzjak, Scott Lanz, Denise Stewart
Photos by: Elise Huzjak, Scott Lanz, and Mill Creek MetroParks – Lily Martuccio; Cover photo by Scott Lanz
Friends Staff: Lanore Jones, extension 213 and Elise Huzjak, extension 210

To become a member of Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens, 
pick up a brochure at the Davis Center for details.  
Or visit www.FriendsOfFellows.org.
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GARDEN NEWS

Celebrating Winter at 
Fellows Riverside Gardens  by Scott Lanz

Winter at Fellows Riverside Gardens begins December 1 with the opening of 
“Winter Celebration: Frozen in Time.”  The theme continues the celebration 
of the Garden’s 60-year “Diamond” anniversary. The Davis Center will sparkle 

with winter wonderland decorations. Continuing its fine tradition, the Davis Center will 
also again host its indoor Holiday Tree walk. This year, sixty organizations have purchased 
live trees for decorating. The organizations decorate their trees to show the community 
what the organization is all about, and the decorations are often true works of art. See 
the accompanying list for a complete view of this year’s participating organizations. The 
trees are available for the public to see anytime the Davis Center is open during Decem-
ber.  Bring your family and vote on which tree is your favorite!

Every Saturday evening in December, 12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22, and 12/29, Fellows River-
side Gardens is open until 7:00 PM and lighted for “Winter Nights.” Come stroll through 
the Gardens to see it lit for the holiday season. On December 8, Breakfast with Santa is 
from 9:00 to 10:30 AM and from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM.  

Of course, there is more to see this winter at Fellows Riverside Gardens than Winter Cel-
ebration! The Gardens are beautiful any time of the year, especially when blanketed by 
fresh snow. Walkways are maintained and give visitors an opportunity to easily view the 
Gardens’ winter beauty in any weather. Browse the Shop in the Gardens for that perfect 
gift or card, stop in the Garden Café for a tasty lunch overlooking Lake Glacier, or spend 
some time in the cozy Antonucci Horticulture Library – what better way to spend a 
winter day!

Holiday Tree Organizations 2018
ACT Center for Recovery
After School Players
Akron Children’s Hospital of Mahoning Valley
Alchemy Acres Animal Sanctuary
Alta Care Group
Altrusa
Animal Charity Humane Society
Animal Welfare League of Trumbull County
Area Agency on Aging
Audubon Society of Mahoning Valley
Ballet Western Reserve
Beatitude House
Big Brothers & Sisters of Mahoning Valley
Butler Institute of American Art
Butterflies & Hope Memorial Foundation
Cardinal Mooney High School
D.A.R.E.
Down Syndrome Association of the Valley
Eagles Christian Preschool
Easter Seals & Youngstown Hearing 
 & Speech Center
Friends of the Mahoning River
Goodwill, Junior Group 
Green Team
Green Youngstown
Habitat for Humanity - ReStore
Help Network of Northeast Ohio
Interfaith Home Maintenance Service
Junior Achievement of Mahoning Valley
Mahoning Chapter of DAR
Mahoning County CASA / GAL
Mahoning County District Board of Health
Mahoning County Probate Court
Mahoning Soil & Water Conservation District
Mahoning Valley Historical Society
Mahoning County Board of Developmental 

Disabilities
Meals on Wheels
Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown
Montessori School of the Mahoning Valley
Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
Northern Ohio Chapter of Canine Companions 

for Independence
Ohio State Master Gardeners
Old Furnace Neighborhood
One Health Ohio
Out-Spokin’ Wheelmen
Paisley House
Potential Development Program, Inc.  Autism
Public Library of Youngstown 
 & Mahoning County
Rich Center For Autism
Rocky Ridge Neighborhood Association
Second Harvest Food Bank
St. John’s Lutheran Church
That Quilt Group I Belong To
Therapy Dogs International MVC
Turning Point / No Limits
Ursuline High School
Ursuline Sisters of Youngstown
Warriors, Inc.
Youngstown Alumnae Panhellenic Association
Youngstown CityScape
YWCA of Youngstown



FUNDRAISER

A sincere thank you to our 
wonderful members who 
helped support Friends and 

the Shop in the Gardens at our special, 
members-only event on November 
1, and to everyone who attended the 
Holiday Open House throughout the 
weekend! Over $6,000 was generated on 
Thursday evening alone, followed by a 
busy and successful weekend of sales.

Be sure to stop into the Shop for all your 
Holiday shopping needs! You’ll be 
delighted with this year’s holiday designs 
and eye-catching items. Find nature-
inspired home decor, candles, bath and 
body products, gorgeous cards and sta-
tionery, and much more. All funds raised 
at the Shop in the Gardens are donated 
back to Fellows Riverside Gardens. 

Shop in the Gardens Holiday Open House
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DONATIONS TO THE GARDENS:

In Memory of Stephanie Gyomber:
Betty Askew
Peggy Boyarko
Debbie Campanizzi
Georgia & Tom Case
Jackie Chance
Daniel, Larry, Bruce & Lori Farkas
Mary Grace Fowler
Emma Lou Gromofsky
Sue Johnson
Brian Kopachy
Bonnie Leaming
Margie Pellin
The Puskar Family - Mary, Linda & John
Marsha Ruha
Patty Rush
Rosemary Thomas
Glenna & Gene Wasko

In Memory of Michael T. Nestich: 
Mary Schreiner

The Martha Muransky Perennial Walk:
Christine and Edward Muransky

4
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SEASONAL ACTIVITIES

Pumpkin Walk at Twilight 
“Our staff, volunteers, and a huge network of 
folks from the community helped carve around 
1,000 pumpkins that were displayed for the 
10,000 guests that came to this year’s Pumpkin 
Walk at Twilight. It’s very apparent that this free 
event has become a staple tradition for the 
people of the Mahoning Valley, and we look 
forward to providing the opportunity to our 
community again next year!” —Andrew Pratt, 
Gardens Director

Join the Plant Sale Team

A here’s a group of volunteers and Gardens staff ready to roll up their sleeves 
and make plans for beautifying your flower beds and landscape next 
spring — the Plant Sale Committee!  The 2019 Friends Annual Plant Sale is 

scheduled for May 9-11, the Thursday, Friday and Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend.

The dozen or so committee members meet just a few times before the sale, and are 
looking for several new participants.  If you’d like to join this friendly circle of plant-
lovers, there’s a spot waiting for you — just contact Friends staff at 330.740.7116 ext. 
210 for more information on joining the team.  Don’t worry if you’re not a gardening 
expert. It’s your passion that counts! And you’ll be surprised what you learn from 
discussions around the meeting table. 

There’s also the opportunity to volunteer at the Plant Sale itself, when the committee 
seeks help for these sections: Annuals, Perennials, Herbs, Vegetables and Fruit, summer 
bulbs and Tropicals, Small Trees and Bushes, Dahlias, Roses, and Hospitality.

Since 2017, Deb Metzger has chaired the Plant Sale effort, aided by the committee 
that shares ideas for set-up, marketing and hospitality and makes adjustments to its 
successful formula for bringing plants, volunteers and shoppers together.  

This important fundraiser for the Gardens was launched by Friends in 1990. Gordon 
Vujevic, its first Chair, remembers that the Sale took place on the North Terrace, 
overlooking the city! Sara Scudier chaired the Sale for more than two decades, seeing 
it through much growth and change.  Gordon, Sara, Deb — the Friends are grateful for 
your years of leadership, fundraising, and plant wisdom!

5
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GARDEN ADVOCATES

In June of 1930, just three years after 
the very first Men’s Garden Club was 
founded in Chicago, a group that 

called itself The Steel City Men’s Garden 
Club was formed in Youngstown. Ten 
years later, the group renamed itself 
The Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown 
Ohio (MGCY), and its members have 
been dedicated advocates for garden 
education in our community ever since. 

There is a total of 36 clubs in 14 states 
that make up the groups’ parent 
organization, The Gardeners of America/
Men’s Garden Clubs of America (TGOA/
MGCA). These 36 clubs are grouped into 
11 geographic regions. MGCY, part of the 
Central Great Lakes Gardeners region, 
is one of the oldest branches of TGOA/
MGCA. The missions of these groups 
are generally the same; to promote 
the understanding and education of 
gardening through charitable work and 
the distribution of information. 

MGCY began to flourish when they 
initiated an agreement with the 
Mahoning County Adult Services 
Company (MASCO) in 2004. MASCO 
owned a greenhouse that was intended 
to use for the purpose of educating 
adults with developmental disabilities 
on horticulture and plant production, 
but unfortunately there was not a lot of 
interest in the subject. John Schinker, 
who had just joined MGCY in January of 
the same year, decided that the MASCO 
greenhouse would be an excellent 
growing space for the Club’s Spring Plant 
Sale. He was trained and took over the 
operations of the greenhouse, generating 
a dramatic increase in revenue over the 
first several years of operation. Since 
then, John has continued to play a vital 
role in the growth and success of the 
Men’s Garden Club, serving as president 
of the Youngstown group for three 
terms (2007, 2008 and 2012), and the 
national branch in 2017. There are now 86 

active members of MGCY under current 
president Bruce Brumguard.

A New Greenhouse
As they approach the end of their 88th 
year, the group has evolved in many ways; 
and so has their greenhouse! Members 
are excited to begin a new chapter 
in their story which is set to happen 
at MCCTC in Canfield. MGCY is in the 
process of establishing an understanding 
with the school for the use of their 
greenhouse, which will take the place 
of their original space at MASCO. The 
greenhouse will still be used by students 
in the Natural Resources program at the 

school, but will also allow MGCY the 
space they need to prepare and grow 
their plants from February through May 
for their annual Spring Plant Sale. 

In addition to the Plant Sale, MGCY 
holds a plant auction at the Boardman 
Park each June and a Winter Seminar 
in February. This year’s Winter Seminar 
theme is “Gardening Potpourri,” which 
will cover a variety of gardening topics 
and feature speakers Scott Zanon, Irvin 
Etienne, and Louis Raymond.  All three 
events are open to the public, and the 
Club uses all funds raised to support 
our community through countless 
acts of charity. One of their largest 
ongoing projects is the planting and 

upkeep of Central Square in downtown 
Youngstown, which has been under their 
care since 1943. They have also grown 
between eight and ten thousand plants 
for Youngstown CityScape, created a 
sensory garden for the Center at Javit 
Court, and built window boxes and 
handicap accessible picnic tables for the 
students at Leonard Kirtz School, among 
many other projects.

Busy At The Gardens
MGCY is undeniably a treasure to our 
community, and specifically to Fellows 
Riverside Gardens. When the Gardens 
were first formed, the club donated 30 
park benches to be used throughout 
the grounds. In later years, they grew 
and sold nearly 3,000 mums to raise 
money for Fellows, helped with projects 
in the Family Garden and during Winter 
Celebration, and even built the raised 
beds for the Veggie Gardens program at 
the MetroParks Farm. The club also holds 
their juried Horticulture Show at Fellows 
Riverside Gardens each August, which 
encourages members of the community 
of all ages to grow and enter their own 
plants.  In addition to the numerous 
material and monetary donations MGCY 
has made to the Gardens, members have 
often donated their valuable time and 
knowledge; a contribution that is truly 
immeasurable. 

As committed advocates for youth 
gardening, MGCY proudly awards two 
scholarships to college students studying 
horticulture-related fields every year. 
Their scholarship program began in 1990 
when they were able to give one $300 
scholarship – next year, they are hoping 
to give two awards of $1,000. You can 
help support MGCY by attending their 
fundraisers or becoming a member. For 
more information or if you are interested 
in joining, contact John Schinker at 
johnschinker@gmail.com or 
visit www.mgcy.org. 

Garden Advocates in our Region:
Meet the Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown  by Elise Huzjak

2019 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

Winter Seminar: 
Saturday, February 16 | 9AM – 4 PM

Spring Plant Sale: 
Thursday-Saturday, May 9 – 11 

Plant Auction: 
Wednesday, June 5

Horticulture Show: 
Saturday – Sunday, August 24 – 25 
(entries accepted 7 – 10 AM 
 Saturday morning)
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GARDEN TOURS

Travel with Friends!

As a successful year of travel 
winds down, we are excited 
to begin planning our tour 

destinations for 2019! The first trip on 
our calendar will take place Thursday – 
Saturday, April 11 – 13, where we’ll visit 
some unique botanical highlights in the 
city of Cincinnati. We’ll explore several 
remarkable places like the Cincinnati 
Zoo & Botanical Garden, featuring “Zoo 
Blooms,” one of the largest tulip displays 
in the Midwest, Spring Grove Cemetery 
and Arboretum, Khron Conservatory, 
and more. Admissions to all destinations, 
hotel accommodations, and all meals are 
included in the price of this trip.

Stay tuned for sign-up brochures which 
will be mailed out to all members and 
will also be available to pick up at the 
Davis Center in the coming months. 
Call 330.740.7116 ext. 210 for more 
information.

Cincinnati • April 11-13, 2019
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GARDENING COURSES

Green Gardening Course for Spring 2019  by Janet Yaniglos

These winter months are the time 
when perusing garden catalogs 
and books and imagining next 

spring’s plantings are a welcome 
substitute for outdoor gardening. 
Another satisfying way to prepare for 
the 2019 growing season is to sign up 
for the first of three home gardening 
courses being offered at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens: The Fundamentals of Green 
Gardening, which begins late March. 
Summer Flower Gardening in Ohio and 
Western PA and Trees and Shrubs for the 
Home Landscape are also being planned 
for 2019.

These home gardening courses are part 
of the John & Doris Andrews Horticulture 
Certificate Program, which is repeating 
its second round of five in-depth courses, 
independent of each other, over the span 
of 2019-2020. The first successful series 
during 2017-2018 drew more than 100 
participants.

Each course is made up of four lectures 
by well-known experts and has the 
additional benefit of outdoor lab/
learning time in our Fellows Riverside 
Gardens — the perfect classroom for 
plant and landscape diversity. Once 
again, each course will be offered at the 

affordable price of $45 for Mahoning 
County residents ($55 for non-residents) 
with scholarships available. And once 
again, instructors will be drawn from 
regional experts, scientists, gardening 
professionals, and the Gardens’ own 
horticultural staff.  

Registration and payment is for the 
entire course, even if a participant may 
know ahead of time that they cannot 
attend one of the classes.  A coupon 
may be requested, in order to attend 
the missed session the next time the 
course is offered. The additional benefit 
of receiving a Course Certificate will be 
granted only to those who have attended 
all four classes within a course and have 
completed eight hours of volunteer work 
within the Gardens.

It is the generosity of the Andrews 
Education Endowment, managed 
by Friends, that makes possible this 
innovative program. Friends are proud 
of the collaboration and volunteer 
involvement behind its development. 
Mandy Smith, MetroParks Education 
Manager, handles all curriculum design 
and instructor arrangements for the five 
courses. Volunteers are sought to assist 
the instructors for each class.

 Contact the information desk at the 
Davis Education & Visitor Center to 
register (330.740.7116) for the Green 
Gardening course. Sign up early, as class 
size is limited!

The Fundamentals of 
Green Gardening

Tuesdays from 5:50 pm – 8:30 pm

March 26  Soil: Steve Prebonick CPSS, 
CPSC, Soil Scientist, Ohio Department 
of Agriculture  

March 26  Sustainable Landscape 
Techniques: Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp, 
Garden Designer and Speaker

April 9  Integrated Pest 
Management:  Denise Ellsworth, 
Program Director, OSU Department of 
Entomology, Wooster

April 16  Innovative Design:  
Sabrena Schweyer, FAPLD, Salsbury-
Schweyer, Inc.

April 30  Pollinators:  Denise 
Ellsworth, Program Director, OSU 
Department of Entomology, Wooster

From the Archives

Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens formed 30 years ago, in 1988.  Eighteen people assembled to adopt a code 
of regulations. They then elected nine Friends trustees to carry out three purposes:  “assisting and supporting the 
improvement, maintenance and preservation of the Fellows Riverside Gardens”; accepting donations and raising funds; 

and sponsoring programs to increase community support and greater awareness of the Gardens. 

Following is a list of the original members; an asterisk indicates the nine who were elected to serve as Friends trustees. Those 
trustees met again to begin the work of Friends, and elected Joe Malmisur as the first President. Eleven more Presidents and 
many more board members followed over the years, all volunteering their time to make Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens 
a strong, independent non-profit organization dedicated to the Gardens.

The Founding Members of Friends

*Virginia Axtmann,   James E. Bennett Jr.,  *Charlotte M. Brown,  Evelyn Cunningham,  * Wallace DeArment,  Maryellen Fellows,  
*Pat Hale,  *Mark Hanahan,  *Joseph Malmisur,  Richard D. Murray MD,  *Rebecca Rogers,   Alice Sassone,  Park Superintendent 
William Schollaert,  Bert Shumaker,  *Doug Shasby,  *Betty Seifert,  Lillian Williams, and Horticulture Director Timothy Wood. 



“All classes are held in the D.D. and Velma Davis Education & Visitors Center at Fellows Riverside Gardens. Registration is required 48 
hours in advance for all classes (except when noted) by calling Fellows Riverside Gardens at 330.740.7116. Payment is required for 
registration. Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and checks are accepted. 

Cancellations made less than 48 hours prior are non-refundable. Cancellations made less than one week prior, but before 48 hour 
deadline will have a 10% cancellation fee. Cancellations made one week prior will receive a full refund. 

FFRG = Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens member price”
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  CUISINE

Laid Back Cooking: Strudels
12/11 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Hands-on. Learn how to make strudels with 
Jack Kravitz with some Laid Back Cooking. 
Create delicious apple, cheese and cabbage 
strudels with phyllo dough. Then, master 
French puff pastry strudels, such as apple 
turnovers, cherry, and potato-cheddar. 
Rolling pin not required. Register/pay by 
12/8, call 330.740.7116. $19; FFRG $17

Laid Back Cooking: Soups & Stews
1/29 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Hands-on and tasting. Stay nourished this 
winter with a variety of soups and stews. Join 
Jack Kravitz in the kitchen to learn cream 
soup basics and how to make wedding soup 
and Portuguese fish stew. Register/pay by 
1/26, 330.740.7116. $22 R; $24 NR

Laid Back Cooking: Asian Appetizers
2/19 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Hands-on and tasting. Try your hand at 
the art of Asian cuisine with Jack Kravitz. 
Create pot stickers, steamed dumplings, 
scallion pancakes, sesame noodles, and 
Vietnamese spring rolls. Register/pay by 2/16, 
330.740.7116. $22 R; $24 NR

  EXHIBITS

A DIamond in the Rough
Outdoor Gallery
Through 12/31 | dawn to dusk

Local topiary artist, Mike Gibson uses his 
self-taught landscaping and art skills to 
creatively transform trees and shrubs into 
whimsical living sculptures. This exhibit will 
showcase uniquely shaped topiaries in the 
Outdoor Gallery and selected areas at Fellows 
Riverside Gardens.

Mahoning Valley Watercolor Society
Weller Gallery
Through 1/6/19 | Tues. – Sun.,  10 am – 5 pm

The Mahoning Valley Watercolor Society 
members-only show demonstrates the variety 
of styles and interests of the artists in this 
local painting group. Viewers will enjoy 
the colors and energy, ranges of media and 
glimpses of recognizable places.

YCSD VPA Unity Project
Lobby
1/8 - 1/31 | Tuesday – Sunday, 10 am – 5 pm

The Youngstown City School District Visual 
& Performing Arts Unity Project is an art 
exhibit featuring the collaborative efforts 
of VPA visual art students in grades K-12 
throughout the Youngstown City School 
District. The project symbolizes ‘building 
unity’ through the collaborative painting 
process. Each VPA painting features a 
collective unified vision or message by the 
students and features the work of each and 
every visual art student in the building 
led by their art teacher. The paintings are 
accompanied by poignant quotes regarding 
unity provided by the students which were 
collected during the creative process. For 
further information regarding the VPA Unity 
Project or YCSD VPA contact Tracy Schuler 
Vivo; VPA Coordinator at 330.744.8830 or at 
Tracy.Schuler-Vivo@youngstown.k12.oh.us

Reception | 1/15 | 6 pm
Unite! Dream to build a better community, a 
better World.

Nature Photography Exhibit
Weller Gallery
1/19 - 3/24 | Tuesday – Sunday, 10 am – 5 pm

The annual Nature Photography Exhibit 
returns the Weller Gallery. Enjoy the beauty 
and color of nature - indoors! The skills 
of amateur photographers are featured in 
this popular exhibit. View landscapes, wild 
animals, Mill Creek MetroParks scenes 
and more through the lens of talented 
photographers.

Mill Creek MetroParks History
Melnick Museum
Ongoing | Tuesday – Sunday, 10 am – 5 pm

The Melnick Museum offers the visitor a 
peek into the unique history of Mill Creek 
MetroParks. Look back and discover how 
Volney Rogers garnered property and 
how that land has grown into Mill Creek 
MetroParks. Learn about the generosity of 
Elizabeth Fellows that was the beginning of 
Fellows Riverside Gardens. And take time to 
learn about the early days of McGuffey and 
his boyhood homestead located in Coitsville 
and now known as the McGuffey Wildlife 
Preserve.

  EXPRESS YOURSELF

Holiday Evergreen Wreath
12/1 | 10 am - Noon

Create your own holiday wreath with the 
guidance of Judy Stanislaw. Adorn your 
entrance with fresh pine, greens and seasonal 
colors, welcoming your guests to a home 
full of cheer. Register/pay by 11/29, call 
330.740.7116. $28; FFRG $26

Winter White Wreath
12/4 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Enjoy designing this Winter White Wreath 
with Marie Borocz, which can be displayed 
all winter long. With a white grapevine 
wreath as the base, you will be using fresh 
seeded eucalyptus and limonium, which will 
dry on the wreath, plus white assorted pods, 
cones, and grasses. Register/pay by 12/2, call 
330.740.7116. $34; FFRG $28

Fresh Boxwood Tree
12/11 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm

It is that time of the year to decorate your 
home with beautiful seasonal designs. Marie 
Borocz will guide you in the design of a fresh 
boxwood tree using boxwood, fresh mini-
carnations, mums, white limonium, and 
holiday trimmings. Register/pay by 12/9, call 
330.740.7116. $34; FFRG $28

SCHEDULE of classesView MetroParks classes and activities online at: millcreekmetroparks.org  
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Holiday Centerpiece
12/18 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Create a beautiful addition for your holiday 
table with Marie Borocz. The centerpiece 
will include fresh pine, mixed greens, seeded 
eucalyptus, carnations, white limonium, 
and mums, along with seasonal decorations. 
Register/pay by 12/16, call 330.740.7116. $34; 
FFRG $28

Dichroic Fused Glass Pendants
1/8 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Waiting on description.

Succulent Dish
1/19 | 10 am - Noon

Judy Stanislaw will walk you through the 
process of design principles and plant 
placement to create a beautiful succulent dish 
garden of your very own. Register/pay by 
1/17, call 330.740.7116. $34; $30 FFRG

Herbal Basket
2/9 | 10 am - Noon

Create a unique and aromatic herbal basket 
with Judy Stanislaw. Using a homemade 
basket as your base you will decorate your 
piece with dried herbs and everlastings. 
Register/pay by 2/7, call 330.740.7116. $24; 
FFRG $22

  FAMILY FUN

Frozen in Time Workshop
12/15 | 1 - 3 pm

Adults & ages 10+ with paid adult. You and 
your family will learn how to create Frozen 
ornaments from recycled items that you can 
find in your home. Ornaments will include: 
Little Olaf, snowflakes from paper towel rolls, 
and snowflakes from paper straws. Check 
out these ornaments in the current Winter 
Celebration display throughout the Davis 
Center lobby. Register/pay by 12/13, call 
330.740.7116. $5/person

Crafty Critters
Meet in Library
1/24, 2/28 | 1 - 4 pm

Winter blues? Get out of the house with the 
kids and get cozy in the library, located in the 
Davis Center, with fun, simple crafts, stories, 
and a scavenger hunt. Stop by the Garden Cafe 

for a snack and enjoy a walk to see the beauty 
of the Gardens during Winter. Drop-in. 

  HEALTHY LIVING

Yoga in the Gardens
12/4, 12/6, 12/11, 12/13 | 9:30 – 11 am 
1/8, 1/10, 1/15, 1/17, 1/22, 1/24, 1/29, 1/31 | 
9:30 – 11 am
2/5, 2/7, 2/12, 2/14, 2/19, 2/21, 2/26, 2/28 | 
9:30 – 11 am

Join Marina Perdos for a blend of energizing 
yoga styles that will help you keep a healthy 
outlook. All levels are welcome. Bring a mat 
and small blanket. Call Fellows Riverside 
Gardens at 330.740.7116 for details. Drop-in. 
$12/class

T’ai Chi Step One in the Gardens
12/5, 12/12, 12/19 | Noon – 1 pm
1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30 | Noon – 1 pm
2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 2/27 | Noon – 1 pm

Ease stress, improve health, and increase 
vitality. Join Marie Lew in warm-ups, 
breathing exercises and selected movements 
from a classic Chen T’ai Chi form. Call 
Fellows Riverside Gardens at 330.740.7116 
for details. Drop-in. $10/class

Yoga Basics Course
1/6 - 2/24 | Sundays, 9 - 10 am or
1/8 - 2/26 | Tuesdays, 6 - 7 pm

Learn the basics of Yoga in a safe way 
with Karres Cvetkovich. Benefit from an 
experienced teacher and a welcoming 
environment. Focus on the fundamentals: 
ease of movement, being more limber, 
standing strong on your own two feet, and 
breathing well for positivity and alertness. 
Bring a mat and blanket, pillow if desired. 
Choose either Sunday mornings or Tuesday 
evenings for this eight-week course. 
Participants need to pre-register; no drop-ins. 
$80; 10% discount ($72) if registered by 1/2. 
Call 330.740.7116 for details and to register.

Chair Yoga Course
1/9 - 2/27 | Wednesdays, 10 - 11 am

Want the benefits of yoga without having 
to get up and down from the floor? Then 
ease into more mobility and a greater sense 
of wellbeing in this eight-week course with 
Michelle O’Brien. Sessions focus on seated 
and modified standing poses, breathing 

techniques, and guided meditation to deepen 
the connection with yourself in promoting a 
healthier lifestyle. Participants must be able 
to easily support themselves while standing. 
Bring a mat and enjoy! Participants need to 
pre-register; no drop-ins. $80; 10% discount 
($72) if registered by 1/2. Call 330.740.7116 
for details and to register.

Manifest Your Greatness
Various MCMP Locations
1/18 | 10 - 11:30 am or 
1/20 | Noon - 1:30 pm

Join Marina Perdos for the second annual 
Manifest Your Greatness, a cozy and special 
New Year’s class. Learn a contemplative 
system while you create a personal mala 
bracelet which will work to ground the 
mind and serves as a daily self-care tool 
for nourishment, calm, and to manifest 
your best Self. Each attendee will leave the 
workshop with a one-of-a-kind mala bracelet 
that they are encouraged to use for a 40-day 
mindfulness challenge. Join Marina on 1/18 
at Fellows Riverside Gardens or 1/20 at Birch 
Hill Cabin. Participants must bring a writing 
utensil and paper/personal journal. Register/
pay by 1/11 at Fellows Riverside Gardens, 
330.740.7116. $26 R; $28 NR per class

  HORTICULTURE

Men’s Garden Club Talk
1/2 or 2/6 | 7 - 8 pm

The Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown 
invites you to attend their general meeting 
which includes topics by local and regional 
speakers on horticulture and nature. Drop-in. 
Free.

Walk-in Orchid Repotting Clinic
2/9 | 10 am - Noon or
2/19 | 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Bring your orchids for some TLC and have 
the experts repot them for you. $3 each for 
pots 3” and under, $5 each for pots larger 
than 3” but less than 6”, and $8 per pot for 
anything 6” and larger. Cost includes orchid 
mix, pots, loving care, and free advice. 
Additional pots and orchid bark mix may 
be purchased. Three plant limit per person. 
Drop-in. $3+
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The Fundamentals of Green Gardening 
Course
3/26, 4/9, 4/16 & 4/30 | 5:30 - 8:30 pm

As gardeners, we are stewards of the 
environment, whether we cultivate a 
postage stamp lawn or several acres. The 
Fundamentals of Green Gardening course 
covers ways to take your home landscape 
to the next level of stewardship. Sessions 
include: ways to maintain healthy soil, 
exploring innovative design, and learning 
about integrated pest management, native 
plants, and pollinator gardening. Register/
pay by 3/12 by calling 330.740.7116. $45 R; 
$55 NR

Find out more on the John and Doris 
Andrews Horticulture Certificate Program 
webpage: https://www.millcreekmetroparks.
org/the-john-and-doris-andrews-
horticulture-certificate-program/ 

  KIDS & TEENS

Children’s Nature Hour: Pick a Pine Tree
12/6 I 10 – 11 am

Ages 3-5, plus adult. Join us as we discover 
different types of pine trees and how some 
turn into Christmas trees. A story and craft 
are part of the fun! Register/pay at Ford 
Nature Center by 12/4, call 330.740.7107. $4 
R; $6 NR

Sprout Club
12/13, 1/17, 2/21 l 1 - 2 pm

Ages 3-5, plus adult. Join the Sprout Club 
this winter for learning and fun with topics 
that include: mad science experiments, 
making ice cream and learning all about 
beavers. Each class will include an activity 
and snack. Attend all three classes and 
receive a class related prize. Deadline for 
series is 12/11. $15/series; $7/class

Tales for Tots: The Snow Tree
12/14 I 10  - 11 am

Ages 2-3, plus adult. Join us as we read and 
enact a holiday favorite, The Snow Tree by 
Caroline Repchuk. Outside discovery and 
a craft are part of the festivities. Register/
pay at Ford Nature Center by 12/12, call 
330.740.7107. $4 R; $6 NR 

  LECTURES

Naturalist Series: Backyard Bird Feeding
12/2 | 4 - 5 pm

Ohio is home to a rich variety of resident 
and migrant birds that live most or all of 
their lives around our homes, towns, and 
natural areas-some 419 species in total! 
Nearly one-fifth of the population (forty-
seven million Americans) and 27% of 
Ohioans describe themselves as “birders”. 
Bird watching is second only to gardening 
as the most rapidly growing leisure interest. 
Join the Audubon Society of Western 
Pennsylvania to take a look at some of the 
best techniques in attracting birds in your 
backyard, from feeder types and seeds, to 
native plants and cover, and what birds 
you can expect. Registration requested, 
not required. Register at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens by 12/1, call 330.740.7116. 

  SPECIAL EVENTS

Winter Celebration: Frozen in Time
12/1 - 12/30 | 10 am - 5 pm

Join us for Winter Celebration - Frozen 
in Time, a sparkling winter wonderland 
brought indoors as we celebrate the Garden’s 
Diamond

Breakfast with Santa
12/8 | 9:30 - 10 am or 11:30 am - 1 pm

Celebrate the season with Santa as you 
enjoy a delicious kid-friendly breakfast by 

Inspired Catering by Kravitz. Santa will be 
available to pose with you and your family 
for photographs throughout the event while 
children can participate in fun holiday-
inspired activities! Space is limited. Call 
Fellows Riverside Gardens, 330.740.7116, 
to make reservations. All children must 
be accompanied by a registered adult. All 
participants, including children younger 
than 2, must be pre-registered. $16 ages 12 
and older, $10.50 ages 2-11, under 2 free. 

Jewels of Winter
1/29 - 3/3 | Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 5pm

Orchids are the jewels of the plant world, 
full of color, let them dazzle you with their 
brilliance and splendor. During the heart of 
winter, find the spirit of the tropics here at 
the Davis Center as you observe these exotic 
beauties on display. Bring your camera, as 
there will be plenty of amazing flowers to 
photograph.

Winter Seminar: Gardening Potpourri
2/16 | 9 am – 4 pm

The annual Winter Seminar is presented 
by the Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown 
and Mill Creek MetroParks. The seminar 
includes a continental breakfast and 
engaging lectures on the rich heritage of 
growing, caring for, and appreciating plants 
from garden experts: Scott Zanon, Irvine 
Etienne and Louis Raymond, plus lunch 
and door prizes. For more information and 
to register, go to the Winter Seminar site: 
https://mgcy.org/. 
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Mill Creek MetroParks - Fellows Riverside Gardens
Free and open daily, dawn until dusk

D.D. and Velma Davis Education & Visitor Center
Information Desk 330.740.7116
Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 5 pm
 Closed: Mondays 
 Closed: Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s Day

Shop in the Gardens
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday - Noon - 5 pm

Garden Café
Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 4 pm 

General inquiries about Fellows Riverside Gardens 
email:  info@friendsoffellows.org 
Visit:  FriendsOfFellows.org
 millcreekmetroparks.org

Address Service Requested

FRIENDS
of Fellows Riverside Gardens


